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‘ Significance of CPI and path to improve Thailand’s score 7

Transparency Infemational (T) has recently
announced the Corruption Perception Index
2015. Thailand seems to have performed better
with the ranking at 76 out of fotal 168 countries,
compared with 85t out of 175 in 2014 and
102" out of 177 in 2013. Despite improvement
in ranking, Thailand’s score stayed flat from
2014 at 38 out of 100, marginally better than
35 in 2013 and 37 in 2012.

Over scores have been locked in the
30’s over the past two decades and never
once make it above 40 while some of our
neighbors such as Malaysia (50 scores) and
Singapore (85 scores) beat us by far. This
means Thailand has never been perceived by
agencies used by Tl beyond the 30-38 regardless
of progressive anti-corruption campaigns run
by the state, private sector, and academic
institutions.

First of all, we need to understand that Ti
does not compile data used to calculate CPI.
It uses survey result of studies by international
agencies, research houses, and other institutions,
comprising data from both surveys of business
sector and those from analysts and experts at
international organizations. In the evaluation
of Thailand’s 2015 CPI, Tl relies on 12 studies
such as those by IMD, World Economic Forum,
and the Asian Development Bank etfc.

Regarding the CPI evaluation, Dr. Juree
Vichit-Vadakan, Secretary General of
Transparency Thailand, said the relevant studies
emphasize greatly on businessmen and their
views about conducting business in Thailand,
especially on issues involving bribery. They
also takes into consideration contextual issues
such as political system, judicial process and
the neutrality of the court.

Mr. Chainarong Inadharameesup, Commissioner
at the Office of Public Sector Development
Commession, shared an interesting view about
CPIl and how fo improve Thailand’s score. He
said CPI is a significant indicator as it directly
affects foreign direct investment (FDI), crucial
in driving economic growth. The CPI is one
key factor used by foreign investors in making
investment decision and it probably has even
greater weight than wage and other incentives
provided by the Board of Investment.
Therefore, Thailand’s stagnant CPI scores over
the past years was a key factor that dragged
on the country’s FDI.

Mr. Chainarong said perception of relevant
agencies over the years have shown inferesting
academic issues. In particular years such as
2001, an agency gave Thailand incredibly
low score at merely 0.6 out of 10 while others,
on the same year, rated Thailand as high as
4.0, meaning the range of Thailand’s scores in
2001 was as wide as 0.6-4.0!!

In certain year such as 2004, the range
was rather narrow at 3.3-3.9. This means the
corruption perception of Thailand of agencies
could differ and fluctuate tremendously,
especially when comparing with other regional
country that was rate as high as 85 in 2015 and
87 in 2012. We need fo understand similarities
and differences in perceptions of evaluating
agencies as well as their credibility, especially
when the result is a combination of both
quantitative and quadlitative  (quantitative
surveys from thousands of respondents and
qualitative study from opinions of a handful of
experts) studies that are given equal weight.

Top-tier countries with high scores of 70,
80, or 90 in the same time frame are those
in northern Europe such as Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Finland and in other regions like
NewZealand, Switzerland, and Singapore.
What these countries have in common are
1) Continuous frack record of effective law
enforcement and prudent judiciary system:;
2) Ability fo narrow income gap of citizens
(middle class accounted for around 80% of
population); 3) Promotion of citizen and civil
society participation to ensure fransparencies
in public administration politicians” authorization,
key elements of Democracy.

In order to drive Thailand’s scores beyond
30-38 range. Mr. Chainarong suggested that
all relevant parties need to comprehend
with standards and behaviors of infernational
agencies that conduct studies used by Tl fo
evaluate Thailand. Thailand also needs fo
communicafe and access those providing
data to evaluating agencies to enhance their
perception about anti-corruption progress
in  Thailand. Infegration of anti-corruption
campaigns by the public, private sector,
academics, civil society, and the media
is also essential in changing behaviors and
perceptionof evaluating agencies.

CPI is clearly an important factor
affecting the country’s investment climate
and economic growth prospect and we
need to pull all strings to uplift our scores. But
we must never lose sight of what matter most,
which is actually taking actions to eradicate

corruption. Because at the end of the day,

if we fail to reduce corruption, our score can
never rise sustainably despite how hard we
attempt to pull of our CPI score.
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